Overtures by Hector Berlioz
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Hector Berlioz (1803 -1869) was a French Romantic
composer. He wrote a number of overtures, many of which have
become popular concert items. They include overtures intended
to introduce operas as well as independent concert overtures.
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& 2. An Evening with the London Symphony Orchestra


https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Overture
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Concert_overture

1) Le roi Lear (King Lear, Z®E¥), Op. 4.
https://www. youtube. com/watch?v=2UZhdbdQ9dU

2) Les francs—juges, Op. 3. (MEFEEKEE)
https://www. youtube. com/watch?v=wKJTnt2PGNs

3) Le carnaval romain (Roman Carnival Overture, & GiE

XKAFPH), Op. 9.

https://www. youtube. com/watch?v=uYql tMmwwKE

4) Waverley: Grand Overture, B XANEK Op. 1.
https://www. youtube. com/watch?v=CYkpR5pY5mc

5) Le corsaire (The Corsair, ¥1), Op. 21
https://www. youtube. com/watch?v=hLhuumLwmlA
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Kl 2. An Evening with the London Symphony Orchestra

I. Le roiLear (King Lear £#T), Op. 4.

Composed in Nice in 1831 during Berlioz’ s journey
back to France after his stay in Italy (due to winning
the Prix de Rome). The overture is based
on Shakespeare’s King Lear, a recent discovery for the
composer whose love of the dramatist is evident in many
other of his works. It was first performed at the Paris
Conservatoire on 22 December 1833.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZUZhdbdQ9dU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wKJTnt2PGNs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uYqItMmwwKE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CYkpR5pY5mc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hLhuumLwmlA
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nice
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Italy
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prix_de_Rome
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Shakespeare
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/King_Lear

The instrumentation is two flutes (second doubling
piccolo), two oboes, two clarinets in C, two bassoons,
four horns (in Eb and C), three trumpets in C, three
trombones.
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II. Les francs-juges, Op. 3. (B LZENEE)

Composed 1826. The overture to Berlioz’s first
attempt at opera, which was never staged. The overture was
first performed in the concert hall of the Paris
Conservatoire as part of an all Berlioz concert on 26 May
1828. In his study on the composer, Jacques Barzun
describes the work as “a genuine tour de force for a young
dramatic musician working without knowledge of Beethoven.”

The instrumentation is two flutes doubling piccolo,
two oboes, two clarinets in C, two
bassoons, contrabassoon, four horns (in Eb and D), three
trumpets (two in E and one in Eb), three trombones.
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https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Les_francs-juges
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Les_francs-juges
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paris_Conservatoire
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paris_Conservatoire
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Contrabassoon

Ill. Le carnaval romain (Roman Carnival
Overture, T 5IIXTFi), Op. 9.

Le carnaval romain, ouverture pour orchestre (Roman
Carnival Overture), Op. 9. Composed in 1844 and first
performed at the Salle Herz, Paris, on 3 February 1844. A
stand-alone overture intended for concert performance,
made up of material and themes from
Berlioz’ s operaBenvenuto Cellini, including some music
from the opera’ s carnival scene - hence the overture’s
title. It is scored for large orchestra, is in the key of
A major, and features a prominent and famous solo for
the cor anglais.
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IV. Waverley: Grand Overture, BX4%, Op. 1.

A concert overture composed in 1828. It was first
performed at the Paris Conservatoire on 26 May 1828.
Berlioz took his inspiration from Sir Walter
Scott’s Waverley novels.

The instrumentation is two flutes (second doubling
piccolo), two oboes, two clarinets (one in C and one in
A), two bassoons, four horns in D, three trumpets (one
in D and two in A), three trombones,
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Salle_Herz
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Opera
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benvenuto_Cellini_(opera)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cor_anglais
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Concert_overture
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Conservatoire_de_Paris
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walter_Scott
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walter_Scott
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Waverley_(novel)
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V. Le corsaire (The Corsair, i§i%), Op. 21

Le corsaire (The Corsair), Op. 21. Composed while
Berlioz was on holiday in Nice in August 1844. It was
first performed under the title La tour de Nice (The
Tower of Nice) on 19 January 1845. It was then renamed Le
corsaire rouge (after James Fenimore Cooper’s novel The
Red Rover) and finally Le corsaire (suggesting Byron’s
poem The Corsair).

The instrumentation is two flutes, two oboes, two
clarinets in C, four horns (in C and F), two bassoons, two
trumpets in C, two cornets in B-flat, three trombones,
tuba, timpani and strings.

The Corsair (¥§i%) , Op. 21. 18448 A, I AL
BERAIE. 184551 A 19 H, BERL (BHREY (La tour
de Nice) WRZFHITTHH. 5HRK, BHEHLNLe corsaire
rouge (Pl James Fenimore Cooper HJ/Nit The Red Rover) , &J5
7& Le corsaire (BERFRHIH CBEY ) .
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https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Fenimore_Cooper
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Red_Rover
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Red_Rover
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lord_Byron
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Corsair
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